NEW ENGLAND HOUSING NETWORK

Founded in 1995, the New England Housing Network (NEHN) is a coalition of affordable housing
organizations across the region. NEHN leverages the diversity of our region to advocate for bold, effective,
and equitable housing solutions—no matter who is in leadership.

Network members work in partnership to advance policies that ensure safe, affordable housing for all.

NEHN is coordinated by Citizens’ Housing and Planning Association (CHAPA) in Massachusetts.

NEHN provides a collective voice serving as both an advocate and a resource for policymakers.

« Asaregion, New England reflects the housing challenges
and opportunities seen across the country, making our
region a powerful microcosm for reform.

* NEHN represents urban centers struggling with skyrocketing
rents and economic revitalization, rural communities facing
disinvestment and affordability gaps, and towns where aging
housing stock is becoming uninhabitable.

* New England is confronting a persistent expiring-use
preservation crisis, homeowners unable to afford critical
repairs, renters forced into long commutes, and an aging
population with limited options to remain in their communities.

NewEngland

New England Housing Network Members

CT: Partnership for Strong Communities
ME: Community Housing of Maine & Maine Affordable Housing Coalition
MA: Citizens’ Housing and Planning Association

NH: Housing Action NH
RI: HousingWorks Rhode Island
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VT: Vermont Housing & Conservation Board a ﬂ-\{n_ i
ME/NH/VT: Evernorth

New England Affordable Housing Snapshot

Shortage of homes
affordable and available
to ELI households

ELI Renter 4-Person ELI Wage to afford a Cost burdened
Households houshold wage limit two bedroom home ELI households

Connecticut 146,363 $35,190 $73,664 69% 88,425

Maine 40,537 $31,550 $59,120 57% 19,495

Massachusetts 298,909 $38,710 $95,476 64% 160,543

New Hampshire LX) $37,050 $72,971 69% 23,897

Rhode Island 50,063 $31,970 $65,954 55% 23,222

Vermont 18,079 $31,490 $61,833 68% 11,597

Source: https://nlihc.org/housing-needs-by-state Total Shortage: 327,179

For more information about the New England Housing Network, please contact Matt Noyes at mnoyes@chapa.org.



NEHN Priorities
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Fully fund HUD and USDA Rural Development
All parts of HUD’s budget and USDA’s Rural Development programs are critical to support affordable
housing. Below are selected aspects of HUD and Rural Development’s work of particular interest to the NEHN,

but these agencies’' budgets must be fully funded for these programs to be effective.

Section 8 Rental Assistance in all its forms is critical to ensure affordability in housing for low and extremely
low income (ELI) households. The housing made possible by Section 8 means stability, wellness, decreased
health costs, and far better outcomes for households.

» Expand rental assistance by increasing funding for both Housing Choice Vouchers and Project-Based

Rental Assistance.
» Oppose attempts to impose work requirements and time limits on voucher holders.

HUD changes to Continuum of Care (CoC) funding threaten decades of progress in addressing chronic and
recurring homelessness through permanent housing. Moving resources away from supportive housing puts
more than 170,000 households at risk of losing stable housing.

» Oppose attempts to defund permanent supportive housing and provide increased resources for housing

with supportive services.
» Fund Homeless Assistance Grants at $4.922 billion.

The Build America, Buy America Act (BABA) must be aligned with the realities of housing development. By
applying it to affordable housing, BABA extends project timelines, adds significant costs, and creates
overwhelmingly complex compliance barriers.

» Exempt affordable housing from BABA requirements.
» Short of a full exemption, direct HUD to grant categorical waivers for construction materials and items

unable to be sourced domestically at sufficient quantities.

™ Rural Development programs are vitally important to wide swaths of the nation.
Unfortunately, state RD staff have been decimated across the region and
8l decision-making is increasingly consolidated in regional centers, compromising
delivery of funding and services.
* Oppose cuts to RD and HUD staff.
o Support $1.795 billion for USDA Section 521 rental assistance and the

continuation of the decoupling pilot.

Capital for construction and preservation of affordable housing is critical to meet housing supply needs
and deepen affordability for residents. Congress must maintain strong support for housing construction capital

programs.
e $1.5 billion for HOME. » $200 million for USDA Multifamily Preservation and
» $4.2 billion for CDBG. Revitalization.

e $200 million for USDA Section 515. * Maintain support for the National Housing Trust Fund.

Public Housing is home for about 1.8 million individuals across all 50 states. Decades of insufficient funding for
repairs, rehabilitation, and modernization have put these critically important homes at risk of permanent loss
and residents in danger of involuntary displacement and homelessness.

» Appropriate adequate funding for critical repairs and capital improvements.
» Ensure a right to return for all residents displaced due to redevelopment.

For more information about the New England Housing Network, please contact Matt Noyes at mnoyes@chapa.org.




