g{\ PROMOTE HOUSING CHOICE

LEGISLATIVE ACTION
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PARTNERSHIP
FOR STRONG
COMMUNITIES

Ensure a variety of housing types can be created in all communities by advancing equitable
zoning and planning reforms, reducing regulatory barriers to housing creation, and
upholding 8-30g. Expanding housing choice fosters more inclusive communities and ensures

people of all incomes can access affordable homes.
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/ The CBIA Foundation reports that large employers in every region of the state
have expressed major concerns about their ability to grow their workforces in
Connecticut due to the cost and availability of housing.

SOLUTION

e Strengthen the Affordable Housing Appeals Act (8-30g) to ensure it functions as

intended and remains an effective tool for advancing affordable housing in communities

with limited supply.
e Increase investment in the creation and preservation of more affordable homes.
e Modernize zoning to allow multifamily and higyher-density housing, especially near
transit and job centers, so more renters have real choices about where they can live.
e Invest in public housing authorities to develop more rental homes in more
communities.

LAST UPDATED JANUARY 2026

No Place for Renters, Partnership for Strong Communities (2025); Opportunity Connecticut, CBIA

Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director Foundation (2025); CT Housing and Segregation Study, Urbanomics (2024); Crossing.the Line:

Segregation and Resource Inequality Between America’s School Districts, New America (2024); Why
Does Segregation Between School Districts Matter for Educational Equity?, Urban Institute (2021)


https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/24377495/ct-housing-and-segregation-study-2024.pdf
https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/24377495/ct-housing-and-segregation-study-2024.pdf
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/segregation-and-resource-inequality-between-americas-school-districts/executive-summary/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/segregation-and-resource-inequality-between-americas-school-districts/executive-summary/
https://housingmatters.urban.org/articles/why-does-segregation-between-school-districts-matter-educational-equity
https://housingmatters.urban.org/articles/why-does-segregation-between-school-districts-matter-educational-equity
https://pschousing.org/no-place-for-renters/
https://pschousing.org/no-place-for-renters/
https://pschousing.org/no-place-for-renters/
https://pschousing.org/no-place-for-renters/
https://pschousing.org/no-place-for-renters/
https://pschousing.org/no-place-for-renters/
https://pschousing.org/no-place-for-renters/
https://pschousing.org/no-place-for-renters/
https://www.cbia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/EAP_CBIA-Foundation_0824.pdf

§\ PUBLIC ACT 25-1 (HB 8002) s

IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE & KEY DEADLINES COMMUNITIES

PA 25-1 (HB 8002), signed into law in November 2025, lays out a framework for how
Connecticut will plan for and support housing growth in the years ahead.

£} 2026: FRAMEWORK & STATE-LEVEL SETUP

January 1, 2026: Council on Housing Development convenes

February 1, 2026: Majority Leaders’ Roundtable report due to the Housing Committee

March 1, 2026: OPM must issue guidance (in consultation with DOH and COGs) on how
municipalities and regions demonstrate progress toward housing growth goals.

July 1, 2026: Statewide Infrastructure + Data Milestones
e OPM GIS Office develops statewide tools for identifying developable land
e OPM submits statewide wastewater capacity study report

December 1, 2026: OPM submits statewide methodology and regional housing allocations
to the legislature. This establishes the formula framework that drives regional and
municipal housing expectations.

‘ 2027: REGIONAL PLANNING YEAR

January 1, 2027: Council on Housing Development issues formal recommendations and
guidance

June 1, 2027: Regional Housing Needs Assessments due (COGs). Each COG must:
e Complete a regional housing needs assessment
e Establish recommended affordable housing goals for each municipality

£ 2028-2029: HOUSING GROWTH PLANS & PROGRAM

June 1, 2028: First deadline for:
e Municipalities to submit Housing Growth Plans (if not participating in Regional Plan)
e COGs to submit Regional Housing Growth Plans)
o Applies to: Capitol Region, Northeastern CT, Lower CT River Valley, Northwest
Hills, and Southeastern CT planning regions

July 1, 2028: OPM must establish and administer the Housing Growth Program
(infrastructure grants tied to housing production). Annual municipal progress reporting
begins.

June 1, 2029: All remaining municipalities must submit Housing Growth Plans.
e Applies to: South Central CT, Greater Bridgeport, Naugatuck Valley, South Central CT,
and Western CT planning regions

LAST UPDATED MARCH 2026
I Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director
sean@pschousing.org
Z Learn more @ pschousing.org



https://cga.ct.gov/2025/ACT/PA/PDF/2025PA-00001-R00HB-08002SS1-PA.PDF

§\ PUBLIC ACT 25-1 (HB 8002) s

IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE & KEY DEADLINES COMMUNITIES

REVIEW & APPROVAL CLOCKS

Municipal Housing Growth Plans
Once a municipal housing growth plan is submitted:
e OPM has 90 days to approve or reject
 If rejected, municipality has 30 days to submit amended plan

Regional Housing Growth Plans

Once a regional housing growth plan is submitted:
 OPM has 120 days to approve or reject
o |f OPM fails to act = goes to Council on Housing Development
e |f denied = COG has 30 days to resubmit

Affordable Housing Goal Notification Window

Once a regional affordable housing goal is finalized and published:
e COG must notify municipalities
e Municipality has 30 days to elect compliance pathway

HOUSING PLANS VS HOUSING UNITS:
WHAT WILL DETERMINE SUCCESS?

The purpose of Housing Growth Plans is ultimately to build more homes and
make housing more affordable and accessible for CT families. These
implementation factors will play a key role in whether this legislation is
ultimately successful:

Clarity and enforceability of OPM guidance

Quality and transparency of regional allocations

Adequate infrastructure funding to meet housing growth expectations
Whether municipalities meaningfully update zoning and permitting
processes

Legislative follow-up if implementation stalls

Housing Growth plans could improve affordability in the long-run - but
decades of under-building have left families struggling right now who cannot
wait years to see the return on our investment. While the housing market
remains tight and expensive, we also need to expand and rental assistance
and more robust tenant protections.

LAST UPDATED MARCH 2026
Bl Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director

i sean@pschousing.org
Em;;%- Learn more @ pschousing.org
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https://pschousing.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-Housing-Affordability-Fact-Sheets.pdf
https://pschousing.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026_Stability.pdf

,C‘\ WHY §8-309 IS ESSENTIAL TO A e

AFFORDABLE HOUSING CREATION IN CT  covuinimes

The Affordable Housing Appeals Act (Section 8-30g) is a key part of how Connecticut
creates more affordable homes. It helps address zoning rules that limit housing
choice, and ensures that every town shares responsibility for addressing the state’s
housing shortage. Other efforts to promote affordable housing through zoning rely
on a strong 8-30g.

1. It is one of Connecticut’s most effective tools for creating affordable
housing in high-opportunity towns.

e Many communities with restrictive zoning would otherwise approve little or no
affordable housing.

e Section 8-30g has helped enable thousands of affordable homes that likely
would not have been approved under traditional zoning, especially in towns with
large lot requirements, bans on multifamily housing, and other exclusionary
rules.

e More than 35 years after it was passed, 8-30g remains one of the few effective
ways to build affordable housing in towns with exclusionary zoning.

2. It helps correct the imbalance created by exclusionary zoning.

e Connecticut’s zoning history includes widespread restrictions such as minimum
lot sizes, bans on multifamily housing, and burdensome approval processes that
continue to price out low- and middle-income households.

e Without 8-30g, local zoning boards can continue to block nearly all multifamily
or lower-cost housing, even when regional need is clear.

3. It ensures that housing denials are based on real and substantial concerns.
e In towns with less than 10% long-term income-restricted housing, municipalities
that deny an affordable housing proposal must show that the denial is
necessary to protect significant public health, safety, or other legally recognized
interests.
e This helps prevent denials based on vague objections, neighborhood opposition,
or political pressure.

4. It is an accountability tool, not a mandate.
e 8-30g does not require towns to reach the 10% threshold. It simply provides
stronger review standards in towns below that level.
e There is no penalty for being under 10%. Towns only need to justify denials
under the standards set in 8-30g.

LAST UPDATED MARCH 2026

: El Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director . _

o sean@pschousing.org https://westportjournal.com/community/progress-and-
sﬁ';%. Learn more @ pschousing.org pushback-connecticuts-8-30g-affordable-housing-statute/
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING CREATION IN CT 50030

5. It protects long-term affordability.
o Affordable homes created under 8-30g must remain affordable for at least 40
years. That helps preserve stable, affordable housing for future generations.
e The law also requires a mix of homes affordable to households with incomes at
or below 60% and 80% of median household income, supporting mixed-income
communities.

g‘\ WHY §8-30qg IS ESSENTIAL TO A e

6. It expands housing choice and access to opportunity.

» Affordable housing remains heavily concentrated in Connecticut’s cities, while
many suburbs remain far below 10% affordable housing.

e By making it possible to build affordable housing in more communities, 8-30g
helps reduce economic and racial segregation, expand access to high-
performing schools, shorten commutes for workers, and strengthen local labor
markets.

7. It helps families stay in the communities they call home.

o Affordable housing helps seniors, young adults, working families, and people
facing financial hardship remain in the towns where they have roots. Without 8-
30g, many residents are priced out and forced to move farther away from jobs,
schools, family, and support networks.

8. Progress is too slow without it.
e Connecticut still faces a major shortage of affordable homes. Weakening 8-30g

would make it harder to build the housing the state needs and would deepen an
already serious shortage.

9. The law encourages communities to plan for housing.

e Towns that make progress toward affordability thresholds can qualify for a
temporary moratorium from certain new applications, giving them time to plan
for future growth. That structure encourages planning and responsible
development.

e But 8-30g should not be used to reward towns for approving housing that does
not include deed-restricted affordable homes, because that conflicts with the
purpose of the law.

10. The alternative is the status quo, and the status quo is not working.

e Connecticut is one of the most expensive states in the country for housing, and
many suburban towns produce little or no affordable housing without 8-30g.
Weakening the law would make housing scarcity, inequity, and displacement
worse.

LAST UPDATED MARCH 2026
Bl Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director

i sean@pschousing.org
Em;;%- Learn more @ pschousing.org
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%\ ZONING RESTRICTIONS IN CT %@Sﬁé

COMMUNITIES

Connecticut has the fourth largest median lot size of any state in the country.
S.B. 151 is a common sense zoning reforms proposal that caps minimum lots
sizes at 5000 sq ft and allows townhomes anywhere single family homes are built.

76% of CT's residential
land requires at least
40,000 sq ft for each
home (roughly the size
of a football field). 50%

97% of all residential
land is zoned for
single family detached
housing as of right in
CT, where only 30% is

Minimum Single Family

40,000 sq require double that size, Detached zoned for duplexes and
ft/home 80,000 sq ft or nearly Homes 3% zoned for triplexes.

two acres.

COSTS OF RESTRICTIVE ZONING ON HOMEBUYERS

@

e W\
Minimum lot size zoning rules in Restrictive zoning is associated with older
Connecticut force builders to construct rental housing stock, meaning thatin
Iarger' more expensive homes than areas Wlth.large mlnlmum. lot SlIzes,
the market would otherwise support owners will rent out their unused
about 17.5% of the time. home rather than selling it to a new

prospective homeowner, reducing
homeownership rates in the community.

il

Doubling the minimum lot size People are asking for smaller lots -

increases home sale prices by 14%, in 2009, only 25% of new homes were

and rents in the community by 9%. built on lots of less than 7,000, but by
2022, that proportion had increased
to 36%.

£ 75 5] LAST UPDATED Fi EB.’Q UAR 3,/2026. Song, Jaehee. 2025. “The Effects of Residential Zoning in U.S. Housing Markets.” Journal of Urban
Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director Economics 149 (2025), Gardner, Charles. 2023. “Urban Minimum Lot Sizes: Their Background,
L Sea n@pschousing.org Effects, and Avenues to Reform” Mercatus Center at George Mason University, August 14., National
¥ Learn more @ pschousing.org Zoning Atlas. “Zoning Snapshot - Connecticut.” Accessed February 12th, 2026.



https://cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2026&bill_num=151

3\ ZONING ACROSS THE US P
In the past year alone:

e Texas cut minimum lot sizes to 3,000 square feet in residential urban areas.

e (California, Maine, Oregon, and Rhode Island all legalized duplexes, triplexes, and
quads in single family housing zones.

e Oregon, Rhode Island, and Washington loosened regulations to allow for more lot
splitting.

Neighboring New England states are also taking action on zoning reform to improve
affordability and expand housing opportunities.

e Maine prohibited municipalities from establishing or enforcing a minimum
lot size requirement greater than 5,000 square feet per dwelling unit and also
legalized duplexes, triplexes, and quads anywhere served by water and sewer.

e Vermont legalized duplexes statewide and triplexes/quads anywhere served by
water and sewer.

e A New Hampshire bill to cap minimum lot sizes passed its state Senate last year.

e A ballot initiative in Massachusetts is underway to cap minimum lot sizes at 5,000
sq ft.

Adoption of Key Housing Supply Reforms by State

This map shows different

states that have
‘ e capped minimum lot
sizes
‘ « broadly allow for
duplexes by right
e allow residential lot

splitting

Darker states have instituted 3 policies, lighter states
S only instituted 1. There are roughly a dozen states that
already have at least some form of this bill instituted.

Source: Furnam Center Land Use Reform Tracker + Created with Datawrapper

LAST UPDATED FE B.R UAR \/2026, Song, Jaehee. 2025. “The Effects of Residential Zoning in U.S. Housing Markets.” Journal of Urban
L I Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director Economics 149 (2025), Gardner, Charles. 2023. “Urban Minimum Lot Sizes: Their Background,
S sean@pschousing.org Effects, and Avenues to Reform” Mercatus Center at George Mason University, August 14., National
Sf%‘ Learn more @ pschousing,org Zoning Atlas. “Zoning Snapshot - Connecticut.” Accessed February 12th, 2026.
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	PROMOTE HOUSING CHOICE
	LEGISLATIVE ACTION
	Ensure a variety of housing types can be created in all communities by advancing equitable zoning and planning reforms, reducing regulatory barriers to housing creation, and upholding 8-30g. Expanding housing choice fosters more inclusive communities and ensures people of all incomes can access affordable homes.

	NEED
	% OF CENSUS TRACTS THAT ARE RENTAL DESERTS BY 5CT CLASSIFICATION
	Rental deserts - areas where fewer than 20% of homes are rental homes - are widespread across Connecticut.  61% of all towns in CT are considered rental deserts; approximately 1 in every 5 are considered extreme rental deserts (rental housing is less than 10%)
	Housing segregation drives school segregation, undermining learning outcomes and economic mobility for children. A 2024 OPM study found that Connecticut is among the most racially and economically segregated states in the country.
	Rental housing is concentrated in cities like Hartford and New Haven, while suburban and wealthy towns are overwhelmingly rental deserts.

	The CBIA Foundation reports that large employers in every region of the state have expressed major concerns about their ability to grow their workforces in Connecticut due to the cost and availability of housing.


	SOLUTION
	Strengthen the Affordable Housing Appeals Act (8-30g) to ensure it functions as intended and remains an effective tool for advancing affordable housing in communities with limited supply.
	Increase investment in the creation and preservation of more affordable homes.
	Modernize zoning to allow multifamily and higyher-density housing, especially near transit and job centers, so more renters have real choices about where they can live.
	Invest in public housing authorities to develop more rental homes in more communities.
	LAST UPDATED JANUARY 2026
	Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director sean@pschousing.org Learn more @ pschousing.org

	PUBLIC ACT 25-1 (HB 8002) IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE & KEY DEADLINES
	PA 25-1 (HB 8002), signed into law in November 2025, lays out a framework for how Connecticut will plan for and support housing growth in the years ahead.


	2026: FRAMEWORK & STATE-LEVEL SETUP
	January 1, 2026: Council on Housing Development convenes
	February 1, 2026: Majority Leaders’ Roundtable report due to the Housing Committee
	March 1, 2026: OPM must issue guidance (in consultation with DOH and COGs) on how municipalities and regions demonstrate progress toward housing growth goals.
	July 1, 2026: Statewide Infrastructure + Data Milestones
	OPM GIS Office develops statewide tools for identifying developable land
	OPM submits statewide wastewater capacity study report
	December 1, 2026: OPM submits statewide methodology and regional housing allocations to the legislature. This establishes the formula framework that drives regional and municipal housing expectations.

	2027: REGIONAL PLANNING YEAR
	January 1, 2027: Council on Housing Development issues formal recommendations and guidance
	June 1, 2027: Regional Housing Needs Assessments due (COGs). Each COG must:
	Complete a regional housing needs assessment
	Establish recommended affordable housing goals for each municipality

	2028-2029: HOUSING GROWTH PLANS & PROGRAM
	June 1, 2028: First deadline for:
	Municipalities to submit Housing Growth Plans (if not participating in Regional Plan)
	COGs to submit Regional Housing Growth Plans)
	Applies to: Capitol Region, Northeastern CT, Lower CT River Valley, Northwest Hills, and Southeastern CT planning regions
	July 1, 2028: OPM must establish and administer the Housing Growth Program (infrastructure grants tied to housing production). Annual municipal progress reporting begins.
	June 1, 2029: All remaining municipalities must submit Housing Growth Plans.
	Applies to: South Central CT, Greater Bridgeport, Naugatuck Valley, South Central CT, and Western CT planning regions
	Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director sean@pschousing.org Learn more @ pschousing.org


	PUBLIC ACT 25-1 (HB 8002) IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE & KEY DEADLINES

	REVIEW & APPROVAL CLOCKS
	Municipal Housing Growth Plans  Once a municipal housing growth plan is submitted:
	OPM has 90 days to approve or reject
	If rejected, municipality has 30 days to submit amended plan
	Regional Housing Growth Plans  Once a regional housing growth plan is submitted:
	OPM has 120 days to approve or reject
	If OPM fails to act → goes to Council on Housing Development
	If denied → COG has 30 days to resubmit
	Affordable Housing Goal Notification Window  Once a regional affordable housing goal is finalized and published:
	COG must notify municipalities
	Municipality has 30 days to elect compliance pathway

	HOUSING PLANS VS HOUSING UNITS: WHAT WILL DETERMINE SUCCESS?
	The purpose of Housing Growth Plans is ultimately to build more homes and make housing more affordable and accessible for CT families. These implementation factors will play a key role in whether this legislation is ultimately successful:
	Clarity and enforceability of OPM guidance
	Quality and transparency of regional allocations
	Adequate infrastructure funding to meet housing growth expectations
	Whether municipalities meaningfully update zoning and permitting processes
	Legislative follow-up if implementation stalls
	Housing Growth plans could improve affordability in the long-run – but decades of under-building have left families struggling right now who cannot wait years to see the return on our investment. While the housing market remains tight and expensive, we also need to expand and rental assistance and more robust tenant protections.
	Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director sean@pschousing.org Learn more @ pschousing.org


	WHY §8-30g IS ESSENTIAL TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING CREATION IN CT
	The Affordable Housing Appeals Act (Section 8-30g) is a key part of how Connecticut creates more affordable homes. It helps address zoning rules that limit housing choice, and ensures that every town shares responsibility for addressing the state’s housing shortage. Other efforts to promote affordable housing through zoning rely on a strong 8-30g.
	1. It is one of Connecticut’s most effective tools for creating affordable housing in high-opportunity towns.
	Many communities with restrictive zoning would otherwise approve little or no affordable housing.
	Section 8-30g has helped enable thousands of affordable homes that likely would not have been approved under traditional zoning, especially in towns with large lot requirements, bans on multifamily housing, and other exclusionary rules.
	More than 35 years after it was passed, 8-30g remains one of the few effective ways to build affordable housing in towns with exclusionary zoning.

	2. It helps correct the imbalance created by exclusionary zoning.
	Connecticut’s zoning history includes widespread restrictions such as minimum lot sizes, bans on multifamily housing, and burdensome approval processes that continue to price out low- and middle-income households.
	Without 8-30g, local zoning boards can continue to block nearly all multifamily or lower-cost housing, even when regional need is clear.

	3. It ensures that housing denials are based on real and substantial concerns.
	In towns with less than 10% long-term income-restricted housing, municipalities that deny an affordable housing proposal must show that the denial is necessary to protect significant public health, safety, or other legally recognized interests.
	This helps prevent denials based on vague objections, neighborhood opposition, or political pressure.

	4. It is an accountability tool, not a mandate.
	8-30g does not require towns to reach the 10% threshold. It simply provides stronger review standards in towns below that level.
	There is no penalty for being under 10%. Towns only need to justify denials under the standards set in 8-30g.
	4.5%
	Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director sean@pschousing.org Learn more @ pschousing.org
	https://westportjournal.com/community/progress-and-pushback-connecticuts-8-30g-affordable-housing-statute/




	WHY §8-30g IS ESSENTIAL TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING CREATION IN CT
	5. It protects long-term affordability.
	Affordable homes created under 8-30g must remain affordable for at least 40 years. That helps preserve stable, affordable housing for future generations.
	The law also requires a mix of homes affordable to households with incomes at or below 60% and 80% of median household income, supporting mixed-income communities.

	6. It expands housing choice and access to opportunity.
	Affordable housing remains heavily concentrated in Connecticut’s cities, while many suburbs remain far below 10% affordable housing.
	By making it possible to build affordable housing in more communities, 8-30g helps reduce economic and racial segregation, expand access to high-performing schools, shorten commutes for workers, and strengthen local labor markets.

	7. It helps families stay in the communities they call home.
	Affordable housing helps seniors, young adults, working families, and people facing financial hardship remain in the towns where they have roots. Without 8-30g, many residents are priced out and forced to move farther away from jobs, schools, family, and support networks.

	8. Progress is too slow without it.
	Connecticut still faces a major shortage of affordable homes. Weakening 8-30g would make it harder to build the housing the state needs and would deepen an already serious shortage.

	9. The law encourages communities to plan for housing.
	Towns that make progress toward affordability thresholds can qualify for a temporary moratorium from certain new applications, giving them time to plan for future growth. That structure encourages planning and responsible development.
	But 8-30g should not be used to reward towns for approving housing that does not include deed-restricted affordable homes, because that conflicts with the purpose of the law.

	10. The alternative is the status quo, and the status quo is not working.
	Connecticut is one of the most expensive states in the country for housing, and many suburban towns produce little or no affordable housing without 8-30g. Weakening the law would make housing scarcity, inequity, and displacement worse.
	4.5%
	Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director sean@pschousing.org Learn more @ pschousing.org




	ZONING RESTRICTIONS IN CT
	Connecticut has the fourth largest median lot size of any state in the country. S.B. 151 is a common sense zoning reforms proposal that caps minimum lots sizes at 5000 sq ft and allows townhomes anywhere single family homes are built.
	Single Family Detached Homes
	76% of CT’s residential land requires at least 40,000 sq ft for each home (roughly the size of a football field). 50% require double that size, 80,000 sq ft or nearly two acres.
	97% of all residential land is zoned for single family detached housing as of right in CT, where only 30% is zoned for duplexes and 3% zoned for triplexes.
	Minimum 40,000 sq ft/home


	COSTS OF RESTRICTIVE ZONING ON HOMEBUYERS
	Restrictive zoning is associated with older rental housing stock, meaning that in areas with large minimum lot sizes, owners will rent out their unused home rather than selling it to a new prospective homeowner, reducing homeownership rates in the community.
	Minimum lot size zoning rules in Connecticut force builders to construct larger, more expensive homes than the market would otherwise support about 17.5% of the time.
	People are asking for smaller lots - in 2009, only 25% of new homes were built on lots of less than 7,000, but by 2022, that proportion had increased to 36%.
	Doubling the minimum lot size increases home sale prices by 14%, and rents in the community by 9%.
	Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director sean@pschousing.org Learn more @ pschousing.org



	ZONING ACROSS THE US
	In the past year alone:
	Texas cut minimum lot sizes to 3,000 square feet in residential urban areas.
	California, Maine, Oregon, and Rhode Island all legalized duplexes, triplexes, and quads in single family housing zones.
	Oregon, Rhode Island, and Washington loosened regulations to allow for more lot splitting.
	Neighboring New England states are also taking action on zoning reform to improve affordability and expand housing opportunities.
	Maine prohibited municipalities from establishing or enforcing a minimum lot size requirement greater than 5,000 square feet per dwelling unit and also legalized duplexes, triplexes, and quads anywhere served by water and sewer.
	Vermont legalized duplexes statewide and triplexes/quads anywhere served by water and sewer.
	A New Hampshire bill to cap minimum lot sizes passed its state Senate last year.
	A ballot initiative in Massachusetts is underway to cap minimum lot sizes at 5,000 sq ft.
	Adoption of Key Housing Supply Reforms by State
	This map shows different states that have
	capped minimum lot sizes
	broadly allow for duplexes by right
	allow residential lot splitting
	Darker states have instituted 3 policies, lighter states only instituted 1. There are roughly a dozen states that already have at least some form of this bill instituted.
	LAST UPDATED FEBRUARY 2026
	Contact: Sean Ghio, Policy Director sean@pschousing.org Learn more @ pschousing.org




