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What We Know  

School is the safest place for students experiencing homelessness but too many are not in school. 

Data from the CT State Department of Education for the 2017/18 school year shows 50151 students experienced 
homelessness (up from 4487 the previous year and 3759 the year before that). 

In January 2018, more than one quarter (27.3%) of homeless & housing unstable youth between the ages of 18-24 

reported they did not have a high school diploma or GED.2   

In 2013, Yale University’s Consultation Center interviewed 98 homeless youth in Connecticut and found that 32% 
had dropped out of school and 12% reported being told they could no longer attend. However, for students who 
were attending school, they found school to be an important source of support.3 

 

Federal Law Provision                   Our Legislative Proposal

Federal law provides strong protections for these 
students, but many students, families and school 
districts are unaware of these protections. 
 
Clarifying the process when a disagreement arises will 
help districts and students to implement a consistent, 
predictable path as described in federal law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CT should align its education statutes (§§ 10-186, 10-
253) with Federal McKinney-Vento rights.  Doing so 
will: 

✓ Clarify the rights of students experiencing 
homelessness to immediately enroll in a school, a 
critical component to preventing youth and family 
homelessness 

✓ Add language to reference the existing dispute 
resolution process  

✓ Refer students to their district homeless liaisons  
✓ Make clear that students experiencing 

homelessness can go to school while they have a 
pending residency hearing 

✓ Ensure students receive written explanation for 
the denial and the appeal process 
 

These provisions are not anticipated to add any 

additional financial burden to districts or the state, 

because these already exist in federal law.

                                                           
1   Preliminary data not yet certified as of 12/2018.   
2 Connecticut Counts: Report on Homelessness in CT, May 2018, available at: http://cceh.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/CT-Counts-May-2018-v2.pdf . 
3 Gordon, D, Hunter, B. (2013).  “Invisible No More: Creating opportunities for youth who are homeless.”  Pp 13-14.  Available at: http://www.pschousing.org/files/InvisibleNoMoreReport.pdf . 

An Act Aligning Homeless Students’ Access to Education with Federal Law  
Aligning Connecticut’s education statutes with Federal McKinney-Vento rights would clarify the rights 
of students experiencing homelessness to immediately enroll in a school, a critical component to 
preventing youth and family homelessness.  
 

“Carly stopped going to school after she 

left her parent’s house.  It wasn’t safe for 

her there.  When we met her, she said she 

was told she couldn’t attend school if she 

doesn’t have a regular address.  She didn’t 

receive anything in writing.  She didn’t 

know she could appeal.  She didn’t know 

she could enroll on her own in the district 

where she was staying.  She didn’t know 

there was a homeless liaison.  Because of 

all the things she didn’t know, she just 

stayed out of school.” 
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