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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, OCTOBER 23, 2012:  
 

0DERBY PAYS $2.845 MILLION FOR DISCRIMINATING 
AGAINST SUPPORTIVE HOUSING FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

 
After 6 years of litigation, the City of Derby has withdrawn its pending appeals in the 
Second Circuit Court of Appeals, and has paid  $2.845 million in damages, interest, and 
attorneys’ fees to housing developer Home Inc. and two of its subsidiaries. The non-
profit developer filed a federal Fair Housing Act lawsuit against Derby in 2006 for its 
three-year refusal to grant them the zoning permits necessary to renovate three blighted 
properties for use as supportive housing for persons with disabilities.  After 24 days of 
trial, federal district court Judge Tucker Melancon issued a decision in August 2011 
finding “discrimination [against persons with disabilities] was not only a significant factor 
in Derby’s dealings….discrimination was the sole reason for Derby’s actions.”  
 
The buildings located in downtown Derby have since been completely renovated, and 
are fully occupied.  The tenants in the supportive housing receive services from 
counselors at BHcare (formerly known as Birmingham Group Health Services), Home 
Inc.’s partner in the venture. 
 
“This all could have been avoided if Derby had just done the right thing, and issued the 
zoning certificates instead of trying to keep this project out of Derby,” said Attorney Amy 
Eppler-Epstein, who brought the case against Derby back in 2006.  “It wouldn’t have 
cost them a penny if they had just allowed the supportive housing development to go 
forward.  And it was a win-win proposition, improving blighted housing, while giving 
people who already lived in the area stable housing, as well as supportive services.”   
 
Instead, Derby fought both the housing development, as well as the subsequent 
litigation.   In the end, their opposition to the development became very expensive.   
 
“The moral of the story is that discriminating by trying to keep out supportive housing 
developments is not only morally wrong – it’s expensive!” says Brett Hill, Executive 
Director of the non-profit developer HOME Inc.  “All of our supportive housing 
developments have improved the neighborhoods where they are located” says Hill. “It is 
a shame that the defendants used their resources – and ours - to continue 
discriminating rather than investing those resources in improving more neighborhoods.” 
 
Plaintiffs were represented at trial in federal court by New Haven Legal Assistance 
Association’s attorneys Amy Eppler-Epstein and Shelley White, and attorney David 
Rosen and James Bhandary-Alexander from David Rosen & Associates.  Atty. David 
Rosen, a lawyer in private practice, commented, “sometimes it takes dollar signs to get 
attention, but this kind of high quality legal work for needy and disadvantaged people is 
what New Haven Legal Assistance provides every single day.” 
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