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Adolescence and young adulthood represent a key 
developmental window. Every day of housing 
instability represents missed opportunities to 

support healthy development and transitions to 
productive adulthood.

We all lose out in these missed opportunities.



Voices of Youth Count



A public-private partnership

Voices of Youth Count is an innovative, national
policy research initiative designed to link
evidence to action to end youth homelessness.
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Youth homelessness 
stage-setting



A broad & hidden challenge

(Source: VoYC National Survey)



Subpopulations with higher risk for 
homelessness

(Source: VoYC National Survey)



Intersectionality

(Source: VoYC National Survey)



Working across systems

46%
Ever in Detention or 

Incarceration
vs. 15% of general (older) 

youth population

29%
Ever in Foster Care
vs. 2% of general youth 

population

34%
Had < high school 

diploma/GED (ages 18-25)
vs. 11% of general youth 

population (Source: VoYC Youth Count Surveys)



Front end family 
connections: youth 
trajectories
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24%

Age of first homelessness among 
19-25-year-olds

1 in 4 youth 

interviewed in 5 
communities had 
prior experiences 

of family 
homelessness or 

housing instability

(Source: VoYC In-depth Interviews)



(Source: VoYC In-depth Interviews)



Family homelessness experiences prior to 
unaccompanied experiences
“I was around like 12… my mom was 
going through some domestic violence and 
we had to relocate…No matter wherever 
we went, my dad would have like found 
us. And so we moved THERE cause he 
didn’t know anything about Wisconsin. 
And from there it was just like (pause) 
that’s when I really experienced being 
homeless.”  -- Naomi, Cook County

“I lost my place when I was seventeen with 
my mom … my mom got really bad into 
drugs and so we were just kinda just 
bouncing from uh, you know, tweaker
houses to park benches…” – Brad, 
Walla Walla County

(Source: VoYC In-depth Interviews)



Back end family 
connections: parenting 
youth



A large share of youth experiencing 
homelessness are parents

(Source: VoYC National Survey)

43% of young women & 29% of young men 

(ages 18-25) that experienced homelessness 

had at least one child

1.1 million children have an 18- to 25-year-

old parent who experienced homelessness 

during the past year



Service gaps

Only 38% of  the 142 homeless 
youth service providers who 
responded to the Provider Survey 
reported that at least one of  their 
programs serves youth who are 
parenting, and only 21% of  the 
homeless youth service providers 
operate at least one program that 
serves parents under age 18

Only 16% of  the 223 homeless 
families service providers we 
surveyed serve families in which the 
parent is under age 18 (and several 
only through street outreach)

36% of  the homeless parents who 
were living with at least one child 
reported ever receiving TANF & 
64% reported ever receiving WIC

(Source: VoYC In-depth Interviews)



• Parenting youth were often likely to turn to families for support, and 
families tended to express willingness to support given parenthood

• Some youth who were homeless began to engage with services when 
they become pregnant or parents despite negative experiences with 
service providers in the past or their strong sense of  self-reliance

• One RCT evaluation included in the VoYC evidence review found that 
youth parents were much more likely than youth nonparents to engage 
frequently with case management

Parenthood can also encourage help-
seeking & resilience

(Source: VoYC In-depth Interviews)



Implications



Preventing and ending family homelessness as a pathway (among others) to 
ending youth homelessness
➢Addressing unique needs of  youth in housing unstable families

More coordinated service-delivery between youth & family service providers

Stronger linkages with broader services—Head Start, WIC, etc. 

Improving inventory of  services for this population – esp. minors

Concerted data collection & monitoring (e.g., HMIS) of  systems’ 
performance with this population and more funding for evaluation of  
innovative program models for parenting youth

Collaborating with parenting YYA in planning & implementing services

Opportunities for action



Thank you!
www.voicesofyouthcount.org

e: mmorton@chapinhall.org

@mhmorton


